Dr. Cori Schroder: CSPCP Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient, 2020
Dr. Cori Schroder has been engaged in palliative care for more than 25 years. At the core of her work
has been the desire to ensure all Canadians have access to high quality palliative care. As a family
physician in Sarnia, Ontario, Dr. Schroder’s interest in palliative care was sparked by the challenges
and rewards of providing care to her dying patients at home. In 1996, she completed a Fellowship in
Palliative Medicine at the University of Ottawa’s Institute of Palliative Care, and subsequently held
academic positions at the University of Ottawa (Assistant Professor Department of Family Medicine)
and Queen’s University in Kingston, Ontario (Associate Professor Departments of Oncology and
Family Medicine). She is a Fellow of the College of Family Physicians of Canada (CFPC) and has
been designated a Founder in Palliative Medicine by the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons
of Canada (RCPSC). In 2012, she received the Eduardo Bruera Award for excellence in palliative
medicine from the Canadian Society of Palliative Care Physicians (CSPCP) and University of
Alberta.
Dr. Schroder has had the privilege of providing palliative care to patients and their families, as a
family physician in Sarnia (1982-1995), an attending physician at the Ottawa Regional Palliative
Care Centre (1997-2003), and, from 2003 until 2012, as an attending physician at the Kingston
General and Hotel Dieu Hospitals, a consultant in the Palliative Medicine and Supportive Care
Program Cancer Centre of Southeastern Ontario, and a clinical associate medical staff at St. Mary’s
of the Lake Hospital in Kingston. She values the many insights on life gained from those special
relationships. Dr. Schroder retired from clinical practice in November 2012.
Educational endeavors have highlighted Dr. Schroder’s career. She began her professional life as a
teacher on Grassy Narrows First Nation’s Reserve in Northern Ontario and helping others learn has
remained a life-long passion. Her involvement in education has not only included direct teaching
but mentoring and providing a role-model for medical students, residents, and colleagues. She has
inspired others to incorporate the principals of palliative care into their practice and stimulated
interest in palliative medicine as a career choice. With the development of competencies, learning
objectives, curricula, and evaluation tools at various levels of training, Dr. Schroder has contributed
to the standards of clinical practice.
At the undergraduate level, Dr. Schroder was the Queen’s University Local Leader for the EFPPEC
Project and participated in the Ontario Palliative Undergraduate Network developing common
competencies and educational objectives for undergraduate medical students. Dr. Schroder was

Program Director for both the University of Ottawa’s (2001-2003) and Queen’s University’s (20052012) Conjoint Palliative Medicine Residency Training Programs, and co-ordinated rotations in
palliative medicine for family medicine and other residents. She assisted faculty in the Department
of Family Medicine at Queen’s in the establishment of goals and objectives, learning opportunities,
and evaluation strategies for the palliative care curriculum based on the CanMEDs – Family
Medicine framework. As Chair of the CSPCP Postgraduate Committee (2005-2007), she shared her
ideas and documents facilitating improvements in programs nationally. Dr. Schroder was a member
of the National Assessment Collaborative in Palliative Medicine focused on developing a
comprehensive assessment strategy for Palliative Medicine residents including formative tools,
academic learning portfolio (ALP), and entrustable professional activities (EPA).
Dr. Schroder was one of two physicians responsible for the development and implementation of
Interdisciplinary Palliative Care CME for community physicians and health care professionals in
Eastern Ontario through the Ontario Ministry of Health Palliative Care Education Initiatives
program. She subsequently worked collaboratively with colleagues in Kingston to present
educational palliative care opportunities for community providers. In 2002, as part of her Master of
Education through the University of Toronto OISE, she designed and implemented an on-line pain
course for community physicians in the Ottawa area.
In 2007, Dr. Schroder became the first Director of the Queen’s University Office of Interprofessional
Education and Practice and relied on her knowledge of the collaborative nature of palliative care to
assist in the development of a Framework to integrate interprofessional education across the Faculty
of Health Sciences at Queen’s.
Dr. Schroder has shared her expertise through journal articles, presentations, and workshops on
topics such as reflective practice, pain management for the elderly, interprofessional education,
collaborative practice, and engaging in difficult conversations. She co-authored the chapter on
dyspnea in Palliative Care: Core Skills and Clinical Competencies (2007, 2011). Her participation in
research has included a project funded by the Associated Medical Services, Inc. to develop
interdisciplinary models of exemplary end-of-life care, and two projects funded by the Ontario
Ministry of Health and Long Term Care focused on mentoring interprofessional primary health care
teams in collaborative palliative care practice.
Dr. Schroder has demonstrated significant leadership skills through involvement with committees
provincially and nationally. Early in her career, she was a member and Chair on the Executive
Committee of the Ontario Medical Association Palliative Care Section. During this time, the first
billing codes specific for palliative care were established in Ontario, enabling physicians, especially
family physicians, to be appropriately compensated. As a member and Chair of the Palliative Care
Committee at the CFPC, she helped promote the integration of palliative care competencies into
family medicine. From 2006 -2008, Dr. Schroder was the President of the CSPCP. In this capacity
she helped strengthen the organization and initiated the CSPCP eBrief as a communication tool with
members. During her term, Dr. Schroder also initiated the first steps towards establishing a route to
specialization for palliative medicine. She continues to participate in committee work with the
CSPCP.
Dr. Schroder served (2007-2013) as the Co-chair of the Advisory Committee for the Conjoint
Palliative Medicine Residency Training Program responsible for the quality of the one-year of added
competence. From 2010-2013, she led the CSPCP/Advisory Committee Working Group tasked to
establish a two-year subspecialty in palliative medicine in Canada. She facilitated the preparation of
the application submitted to the RCPSC Committee on Specialties and made numerous presentations
establishing the need for additional specialized training. With the approval of the 2-year Subspecialty
in Palliative Medicine in October 2013, Dr. Schroder became Co-Chair of the RCPSC Working
Group on Palliative Medicine. As such, she was instrumental in creating the academic standards for

the newly approved subspecialty. In 2016, the Working Group was transitioned to the Specialty
Committee in Palliative Medicine and subsequently an Examination Committee was formed. Dr.
Schroder has participated as a member of both committees.
Dr. Schroder’s many accomplishments define a career as a champion for palliative care as a right for
all Canadians, and as a passionate contributor to building the academic discipline of Palliative
Medicine in Canada.

